The book is well produced and illustrated. Though rather expensive, possibly because it might be expected to circulate mainly in a rather specialized field, it will certainly be of great value to workers in the physiology and pathology of bone and teeth. R B LUCAS Of the many different cell characters, computer analysis drew attention to 11 discriminatory features, on which basis it was possible to divide cases into four groups (lymphoblastic, myeloblastic, monocytic or myelomonocytic, and erythrwmic) with, ultimately, only fifteen remaining unclassifiable. Morphologists will be relieved that their experience over the years is vindicated, though the authors add the proviso that the results obtained are not necessarily the only ones that could be derived from the original data.
This report clearly establishes the value of using a battery of tests, all together, rather than relying on Romanowsky differentiation alone. The most important finding is the clear separation of the lymphoblastic leukwmias from the rest, in having no minor component of erythroblastic, granulocytic or monocytic proliferation. Thus it is suggested that there are two varieties of stem cell, and that the lymphoblastic precursor has potentialities confined to that series and does not give rise to other blood cells. Indirect histological support is also provided for the currently attractive belief that acute leukiemia involves prolongation of the post-synthesis G2 premitotic period.
tis book is certainly to be recommended. Just so long as morphology remains necessary for the diagnosis of acute leukemia, simple histochemistry must form part of the hasmatologist's approach: he will find this report and the colour illustrations to be stimulating.
J L STAFFORD
The Scientific Basis of Medicine -Annual Reviews 1964 edited by the British Postgraduate Medical Federation pp ix+364 illustrated 40s London: University ofLondon The Athlone Press 1964 This excellent annual review provides a feast of knowledge for those willing to sit at the table of learning. The menu is long and the fare both plain and exotic.
From the biochemists, Lord Todd provides a thought-provoking discussion on the role of organic phosphates in biosynthetic pathways. Klyne adds an imaginative essay on the importance of molecular shape, illustrated by references to three-dimensional polymers, to aspects of molecular fit in enzymes and by the role of the double helix of nucleic acids. Moss discourses on isoenzymes, the multiple molecular forms of a given enzyme as differentiated by chromatography and electrophoresis.
Neurology is represented by Marshall with a study of the haemodynamics of the cerebral circulation in relation to strokes. Phillips gives an account of the activity of single neurones as recorded by micro-electrodes inserted into the intact central nervous system, while Oswald unravels the EEG patterns obtained during sleep.
From the microbiologists, Smith writes of the zoonoses or infections transmitted to man from animals. Goffe outlines the present state of active immunization against measles, while-Barber brings us up to date on the semisynthetic peni-cillins. There are useful reviews by Gell on hypersensitivity as a cause of disease, by Pepys on the immunological response to vegetable dusts and by Miller on the function of the thymus in autoimmune diseases. Electrolyte metabolism is represented by Black on the fluids of the alimentary tract, by Nordin on calcium turnover in bone and by Symington on the pathological physiology of the adrenal cortex.
Medical physics is generously covered by Stevenson on radiation-induced genetic changes and by Belcher who reviews new radioisotope tracer methods in clinical medicine, such as isotope dilution techniques, turnover studies, scanning methods and saturation analysis.
A G SPENCER
The Advancement of Child Health by A V Neale MD FRCP DPH University of London Heath Clark Lectures 1961 pp 191 25s London: University ofLondon The Athlone Press 1964 These lectures by Professor Neale are, in adolescent parlance, fabulous. A mine of information about child health, disease, education, welfare, human reproduction, the foetus, perinatal and neonatal disorder, the war on tuberculosis and juvenile rheumatism, has been dug up and left for our inspection and admiration in five large mounds, each representing one lecture of the 1961 Heath Clark series. 'Isocrates (436-338 B.C.) spoke of "a gymnastic of the mind" ' is one quotation: the lecturer owns a mind capable of incredible gymnastics that will be beyond the capacity of some of his readers, especially in the more general lectures where historical resumes come forward, go backward or alternate directions with a sort of space-age man's disdain for mere millennia. Those who heard these lectures, impressed as they were by Professor Neale's deep sincerity and fascinated by his idiosyncratic delivery, were left amazed by the vastness of his canvas. Their suspicion that the lecturer himself was still amazed by his own breadth of subject matter and of fact, will perhaps be strengthened by reading the lectures in cold print. Can one man possibly have read through all the authorities quoted? By what criteria are his quotations selected? We return feverishly to the library to search for some Dictionary of PRdiatric Quotations? We don't find it. Future searchers willin this book.
But of course this is much more than a garland of quotations. From these lectures emerges a stimulating story of improvement in the health of the child and a challenge to practitioners in child health to grapple with the problems that are shown here to remain. Conolly wrote this book as a general physician, in fact as Professor of Medicine in the University of London. He had always been interested in the mentally ill and had been visiting physician to the Private Asylums of Warwickshire when a general practitioner in Stratford; but he had not yet taken up his post as Superintendent at Hanwell where he eventually made his name as a great reformer, the first to introduce the system of non-restraint, nor had he become immersed in the day-to-day management of patients. Thus this book was written by an informed and interested outsider. This enabled him to see clearly the essentials of the problems of his day. Reading it now, a century later, it is as though an outsider is again pointing out present-day essentials, though with some of the exaggeration of a caricaturist.
Conolly's views on avoiding institutionalization, on community care and domiciliary services and on the need for psychiatry to be taught to medical students and made the 'subject of that kind of investigation by which medical men attained a knowledge of any other subjects connected with their profession', are all pertinent to psychiatry today.
The book is beautifully produced and as an introduction Drs Hunter and Macalpine provide an excellent biography of Conolly up to the time when he resigned his chair of medicine in 1831.
C M B PARE
Proceedings of the Fourth Annual Meeting of the Bockus International Society of Gastroenterology Geneva, May 7-9, 1962 edited by Rudolf W Ammann MD pp 302 illustrated 48s Philadelphia: University ofPennsylvaniaPress 1964 London: Oxford University Press The Bockus International Society of Gastroenterology brings together all the men and women who have studied at some time under Bockus at Philadelphia. It is in effect a selected international gastroenterological club which meets in different
